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Introduction 


Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much 
work has been done to document valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects and Mites. 
Pankaj Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note “Traditional medicinal 
knowledge about Eriophyes terminaliae Channabasavanna (Acarina: Eriophydae) feeding on Koha 
(Terminalia arjuna) in Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously published online 
research document available through pankajoudhia.com. 
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According to the reference literatures, Koha (Zerminalia arjuna) is a tree occurring throughout the greater part 
of India. It is also grown as avenue tree. The bark is used for dyeing and tanning and leaves are fed to tasar 
silkworms. Its Timber is used for agricultural implements and boat-building. The powdered bark is reported to 
relieve hypertension and also has diuretic and tonic effect in cirrhosis of liver. Koha is well known tree of 
medicinal, industrial and religious importance in Chhattisgarh. The traditional healers have rich traditional 
medicinal knowledge about Koha. Its all parts are used as medicine. Eriophyid mite attacks on Koha during 
rainy season in Chhattisgarh. During the Ethno-entomological surveys conducted in different parts of 
Chhattisgarh in recent past I have observed that the traditional healers of Chhattisgarh Plains use the full fed 
mites as medicine both internally as well as externally. The traditional healers boil the full fed mites in Til 
(Sesame seed) oil. When all watery contents evaporate the boiling is stopped and special oil is kept for future 
use. This special oil is considered as a boon for the patients having ear related troubles. Few drops of oil are able 
to solve many common problems. I have observed during the survey that many herb vendors sell the special oil 
to the traditional healers of neighbouring states, without disclosing its content. The traditional healers of 
Chhattisgarh are not in favour of adding medicinal herbs in this oil. Many healers use this special oil externally 
in treatment of wounds in different body parts. For this use they add many herbs in it. The traditional healers of 
Rajnandgaon region use the dried mites in combination with medicinal herbs in treatment of blood related 
troubles. It is considered as promising blood purifier. The traditional healers of other regions of Chhattisgarh are 
not much aware of these medicinal uses. The mites feeding on old Koha trees are preferred by the healers. 


In reference literatures, Eriophyes terminaliae feeding on Koha is not mentioned as medicinal mite. These 
traditional medicinal uses are very popular among the traditional healers. Its popularity clearly indicates its 
efficacy. 


New Comments added on June, 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 2500 Formulations in which Eriophyes 
terminaliae is added as important ingredient. Most of these Formulations are used in treatment of Liver related 
diseases. In Echium, Hemidesmus and Wattakaka based Formulations it is added as denary ingredient. 
Eriophyes terminaliae collected from Terminalia growing without stress are used in these Formulations. In 
Sarcostemma and Pergularia based Formulations it is added as nonary ingredient with Tacca. In Calotropis, 
Echinops and Argemone based Formulations it is added as octonary ingredient. In Ceropegia and Asclepias 
based Formulations it is added as quinary ingredient. In Curculigo, Cassia tora and Careya based Formulations 
it is added as senary ingredient. These Formulations are popular among the Traditional Healers of Chhattisgarh 
and Odisha. The Healers of Jharkhand add it in Vinca, Wrightia and Nerium based Formulations as quaternary 
ingredient. These Formulations are used with much care. Patients with poor vitality are not allowed to take 
these Formulations. In Symplocos and Costus based Formulations it is added as tertiary ingredient. For 
information on complete Formulations and Dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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